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abandoned distinctly all those rights over it, which
in feudal law belonged to the grantor Edward was
recognised as having, in feudal terms, no overlord
save God, in respect of his lands in France. And
this new type of grant being contrary to all feudal
law struck a heavy blow at the whole existing system
of land tenure It was a legal revolution and in this
fact lies its importance. Henceforward, conquest is
no longer a synonym, legally speaking, for the
granting of a new fief. It involves an abdication of
feudal rights and becomes conquest in the modern
sense. Moreover, the treaty of Bretigni marks an
advance in political theory. Edward I. would have
been incapable of conceiving such an agreement; but
his grandson was less imbued with feudal ideas and
showed a proper appreciation of the insecurity of his
transmarine possessions, when another and hostile
king had constant opportunities for interference and
when he was responsible to that king for his
administration. Ignorantly, perhaps, but none the
less surely, Edward III. helped, in no small degree,
to revolutionise the character of monarchy, by
dealing such a vigorous blow to the accepted
system.

As a permanent peace the treaty of Bretigni
failed. The rivalry between the two countries was
not extinguished, and in Brittany, which had not
been included in the general pacification, the forces
of the two kingdoms came' into contact. The
measures taken by Charles V., who became king
of France four years after the peace, to restore order
in his country led to the renewal of war. The Free